CHAPTER III
BASTIA
THE next day, I believe it was on February 22nd, I went with General Dundas to reconnoitre Bastia. We approached it near enough to see distinctly with our glasses the situation. It was determined to return early the next morning. Upon his return Dundas ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Villettes, with the dpth, to encamp upon the heights of Titirne next day. The town of Bastia is defended by four detached redoubts and a citadel placed upon heights at a small distance from the town, which is itself open and close to the sea. The ground which I had reached commands those redoubts, and batteries might be placed upon it within 400 to 500 yards of them. The redoubts are small and badly constructed, some of them without flanks. They are, however, of masonry, and the parapets pretty thick. The great difficulty in attacking Bastia is that of transporting cannon, &c., to the places where the batteries ought to be placed, and of keeping up for nine miles over mountains the communication with St. Fiorenzo, from whence every supply must come. The coast near Bastia is quite open, and no dependence could therefore be placed on supplies from sea. Though General Paoli had promised to cut the communication between Bastia and St. Fiorenzo whilst we were engaged in the attack on Fornoli and Martello, the Oorsicans had never attenipted to carry out his undertaking. They had also failed to cut the retreat of the fugitives from the Convention Redoubt on the night of our attack. Bastia was therefore reinforced by the garrison of St. Fiorenzo, which consisted, notwithstanding the loss of 200, which they say they sustained in our attack, of 500 to 600 veteran troops of the line. These made the force in Bastia VOL. i                                  6s                                   E, or at least that it is the only part of any i "Life of Sir Gilbert Elliot," pp. 235, 236.orge. The rest of the troops, or the greatest part of them, were quartered in the town. A considerable quantity of guns, mortars, and ammunition were found in St. Fiorenzo and the works of Martello. The enemy remained upon the heights of Titime for a day or two, and blew up part of the road. They those who made theommanded within a few
